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 MFVA Emerging Mississippi Filmmakers Grant Program 2017
Application process begins June 1.

Application deadline:  Applications and supporting material must be mailed to MFVA at the address below postmarked on or before August 1, 2017. NEW: Applications received via e-mail will BE accepted.

Funds available: The MFVA board of directors will offer a maximum of $2,500 for each project. Projects requiring less than $2,500 will also be considered. Grants will be awarded no later than August 15.

Overall purpose:  To help develop emerging Mississippi film and video artists as the next generation of Mississippi’s legacy of storytelling. 

Project deadline:  All funded projects must be completed by August 1, 2018. The filmmaker must send three DVD copies or a digital file of the completed project by the deadline to MFVA. MFVA will work with the filmmaker to provide waivers to film festivals in the state and ask permission to showcase the project on the MFVA website and video channels. We will work with the filmmaker depending on distribution or timelines of when to place online. 
Contact and mailing address:

Mississippi Film and Video Alliance

22 PR 3151, APT 10
Oxford, MS 38655

info@msvideoalliance.org

Program Overview

The Mississippi Film and Video Alliance (MFVA) Emerging Mississippi Filmmakers Grant Program is funded through a generous grant from the Mississippi Film Office. The purpose of the grant is to help develop Mississippi’s film and video artists as the next generation of Mississippi’s legacy of storytelling. The grant is offered to working and emerging Mississippi filmmakers.

The filmmakers receiving funding are required to match, dollar-for-dollar, the amount of the grant funds in either cash or in- kind contributions.

The filmmakers receiving funding will receive half of the awarded amount upon announcement and the remaining half once finished projects are submitted to MFVA on DVD or digital file.

At the end of each grant period, MFVA will provide waivers to festivals across the state in lieu of a public screening.

MFVA requires the filmmaker to fill 50% of their cast and crew positions with Mississippi residents and to produce their project in Mississippi.

MFVA reserves the right to refuse funding where an application does not meet its criteria; would conflict with MFVA’s own fundraising activities, its 501(c)(3) status, or for any other reason at its discretion.

Due to finite resources, MFVA may limit the number of grants at any time.

The MFVA board is the final determining body for all grants based on the recommendations from an out-of-state jury. Their decision is final. Note: If a board member applies for the grant, they will not be eligible to participate in any of the discussion pertaining to the judging process to determine distribution of grant funds.

Projects awarded grants will receive 50% of the grant money upfront. The second half is awarded at the completion of the project. If the project is not completed on time the filmmaker forfeits the second-half money.

All projects must prominently credit the Mississippi Film and Video Alliance and the Mississippi Film Office in the film or video and in all advertisements. The filmmaker must include the MFVA logo and use the words: “This project was made possible through the generous support of the Mississippi Film Office and the Mississippi Film and Video Alliance.
Eligibility

· Filmmaker must submit an application fee of $35 or $30 if a student (with valid ID included). This can be a check or money order or via PayPal to email info@msvideoalliance.org.
· Filmmaker must be a permanent legal resident of the state of Mississippi, having lived in the state at least one full year.

· Filmmaker must be at least 18 years of age.

· All funding and/or in-kind services secured to complete the film must be from sources such as foundations, individual donors, businesses, and corporations who expect nothing in return.  Funding and/or in-kind services provided by “investors” is not eligible for consideration.

· Filmmaker must show a dollar-for-dollar cash or in-kind match for the funds being requested. 

The words “In-kind” along with the fair value of the contribution should be noted on any non-cash item including services such as loan of equipment, unpaid labor of cast or crew, etc. 

Cash match from any other source (other grants, underwriting, filmmaker’s cash, etc) must be verified in writing showing the source of these funds.

Emerging Mississippi Filmmakers Grant monies must be the last dollars in, meaning that added to the matching funds, they must be sufficient to complete the production

· Project may not be considered lobbying or influencing politics in any way

· Filmmakers may submit only one application per grant cycle. 

· Awarded applicants may not apply for funding during the next grant year cycle.

· Funds may not be used to reimburse expenses already incurred prior to the issuing of the grant. In other words, films completed prior to the issuance of grant funds are ineligible. 

· Filmmaker must be willing to serve as a mentor to future grant recipients.

Application and Approval Process

Applications will not be accepted after the August 1, 2017 deadline.  For an application to be considered the filmmaker must include:

· Completed application (5 copies or digital copy)

· Completed script or detailed description of the project (5 copies or digital copy)

· Resumes (two page max) of all key cast and crew (5 copies or digital copy)

· Narrative (2 pages maximum) discussing your development as a filmmaker. (5 copies or digital copy)

· DVD example of previous works. (5 copies or links emailed in a word document as part of application)

· Budget, in US dollars, showing how grant funding will be spent and showing the amount and source of all matching funds and/or in-kind services. (5 copies or digital copy). 

· The non-refundable submission fee. ($35 for non-students, $30 for students) via check, money order or Paypal.
Incomplete applications will not be processed.

The MFVA board of directors is the final determining body by which projects are approved and disapproved and their decision is final.

Applications, scripts, budgets, etc will only be returned if filmmaker provides a large self-addressed, postage pre-paid envelope. DVDs, videos, and audio tapes will not be returned.

MFVA cannot be held responsible for lost or destroyed applications, attachments, and/or media.

Emerging Mississippi Filmmakers Grant Program Application 

Please type or print neatly in BLACK ink – English only. All of the forms pre-sorted and organized into 5 separate packets to send to judges (or one digital copy).

Filmmaker’s Name:
__________

___


_________________


Street Address: ___________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________, MS       Zip:  _____________________________

Day Phone: _____________________  Evening Phone: ________________________________
Website (optional): _______________________________________________________________

E-mail address: ____________________________________________________________

Birth date and year:
 Month ______________  Day ___________  Year _________


Legal resident of Mississippi for ______________ years. (You may be asked to provide proof)

Amount of grant funds requested: $______________________________
Brief summary of proposed production:

Application Check List:

· 5 copies of this application form (or digital copy)
· 5 copies of the completed script or description of the project (or digital copy)
· 5 copies of the résumés of all key cast and crew (or digital copy)
· 5 copies of development narrative (or digital copy)
· 5 copies of DVD samples of work (or digital copy)
· 5 copies of the detailed budget in US dollars (or digital copy)
· Submission fee enclosed (or digital copy)
* Individuals who receive a grant award and are not covered under the Federal non-profit status are advised that their grant awards are considered taxable income by the IRS.

Certification:

I certify that I am a legal resident of Mississippi, that I responded honestly and completely to the application, and that the work and resume submitted is my own or that of my key production personnel as indicated.  I further certify that if awarded funds I will use them according to the guidelines set forth by MFA and as indicated on my budget.

Signature (BLACK ink________________________________Date:____ ___________________________

	Budget Item
	Fee/Rate
	# Days
	Total
	MFVA Funds
	Matching Funds (indicate if in-kind or cash and source)

	Producer
	
	
	
	
	

	Director
	
	
	
	
	

	Writer
	
	
	
	
	

	Director of Photography
	
	
	
	
	

	Camera Operator
	
	
	
	
	

	Sound Recordist
	
	
	
	
	

	Gaffer/Best Boy
	
	
	
	
	

	Grips/Pas
	
	
	
	
	

	Camera Package
	
	
	
	
	

	Lighting Package
	
	
	
	
	

	Sound Package
	
	
	
	
	

	Grip Package
	
	
	
	
	

	Film/Video Stock
	
	
	
	
	

	Studio/Locations
	
	
	
	
	

	Art Dept/Props
	
	
	
	
	

	Expendables
	
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	
	
	

	Vehicle Rental
	
	
	
	
	

	Wardrobe/Makeup
	
	
	
	
	

	Cast/Talent
	
	
	
	
	

	Processing
	
	
	
	
	

	Work Print/Transfer
	
	
	
	
	

	Off Line Edit
	
	
	
	
	

	Edit Supplies
	
	
	
	
	

	Special Effects
	
	
	
	
	

	Music/Sound Design
	
	
	
	
	

	Titles
	
	
	
	
	

	On Line Edit
	
	
	
	
	

	Conforming and Printing (for film)
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	


Total production budget $_________________________________________





MFVA Funds Requested _________In-Kind Match _________Cash Match _____________
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